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The Crisis of the Imperial Examination
System and the Breakthrough of the Three
Teachings: The Religious Reconstruction and
Practice of Lin Zhaoen, a Gentry in the Late
Ming Dynasty

ABSTRACT
This paper reveals the deep - seated motivation for the religious turn by
analyzing the historical background and religious practice of Lin Zhaoen (#Jk.2:) | a

gentry in the late Ming Dynasty, in founding the Sanyijiao (=—%%) . Under the dual



pressures of the blockage of the imperial examination system and the survival
dilemma of the gentry class, Lin Zhaoen, influenced by his family’s study of the
School of Mind and through local social practice, broke through the traditional path -
dependence on the imperial examination and constructed a religious system that
integrates Confucianism, Buddhism, and Taoism (Unity of the Three Teachings).
Based on the textual research of original documents, this paper reconstructs the
development process of the Sanyijiao from a local scholar - association to a cross -
regional religious organization, and reveals its dual path of "practice first, theory
later". Through relief work, anti - Japanese activities, and the construction of local
networks, the Sanyijiao gradually achieved institutional expansion and became an
alternative tool for the gentry class to deal with the identity crisis and power
restructuring. The research shows that the religious practice of the gentry in the late
Ming Dynasty is not only a matter of faith choice but also a historical result of the
interaction between social capital and ideological resources, providing a new

perspective for understanding the resilience of traditional Chinese society.

Key words:Lin Zhaoen, Sanyijiao, Gentry in the Late Ming Dynasty, Religious

Practice
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