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Abstract

Nature-worship hymns from the Pre-Qin to the Han periods fulfilled multiple roles,
including religious, social, and political functions. These functions evolved over time,
reflecting broader shifts in society and governance.The religious aspect, as a core
feature of ritual practice, remained present throughout this period. However, its
prominence gradually declined. In contrast, the social function grew stronger before the
Spring and Autumn and Warring States period but disappeared thereafter. The political
function followed a different path. It first emerged during the Spring and Autumn and
Warring States periods and then expanded rapidly. Over time, it became a key resource
for constructing symbolic representations of the state and its authority. These functional
changes were closely tied to the evolving role of state power.In each historical phase,
the state actively reshaped both the structure of the texts and the ritual systems they
served. This ongoing institutional regulation eventually transformed the hymns from

expressions of divine narrative into tools of ideological construction.

Key words: Pre-Qin to the Han periods; Nature-worship hymns; evolution

of functions; symbolic representations of the state



