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Abstact
Cultural History of Gayajin (fiff#) in Yangsan during the Joseon
Dynasty

This study examines the historical and cultural significance of Gayajin
(fmFH) in Yangsan during the Joseon dynasty, focusing on documentary
sources. Gayajin, located in present-day Wondong-myeon, Yangsan,
Gyeongsangnam-do, functioned as a ferry crossing that continued to
appear in records from the Goryeo period onward and gained particular
importance as a site of state rituals in the Joseon period. This research
first reviews the geographical location and features of Gayajin, and then
traces its historical transformations through sources such as Goryeosa,
Sejong sillok, and Sinjeung Dongguk yeoji seungnam. Special attention is
given to the fact that Gayajin was designated as one of the Seven Sacred
Streams (Childuk, ti#) and served as the site of middle-level state rituals,
while also being established as a symbolic space of the Nakdong River.
In addition, by analyzing ritual texts, literary works, and prayers for rain,
the study confirms that Gayajin played an important role not only at the
state level but also in the religious and cultural life of the local
community. Furthermore, the analysis of surrounding scenic sites such as
Gamnosa Temple, local legends, and travel records of literati reveals that
Gayajin was perceived as a cultural and symbolic space that transcended
its function as a ferry crossing. This study thus provides a foundation for
expanding our understanding of the cultural history of the Nakdong River
basin during the Joseon dynasty and for clarifying the relationship

between regional culture and geographical symbolism.



